AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
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1. 



(Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus comprising; 



image processing means comprising: 

prompt processing means for outputting a prompt which i nd i rect l y 
t e ach e s provides training for a key operation corresponding to a special action of a 
displayed object of a game which special action was never before operable during the 
game, 

said prompt relating to an action of the displayed object 
other than the special action and suggesting the key operation to the a player via output 
means, such that the special action becomes operable for ttw a first time in the game 
after a player key operation correctly matches the key operation corresponding to the 



special action suggested by the prompt, and 

a determining means for determining whether the player key 
operation correctly matches the key operation corresponding to the special action 
suggested by the prompt and for generating a result of the determination . 



-2- 




2. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus, according to 
claim 1 , wherein said image processing means further comprises: 

recognition means for recognizing the player key operation op e rations by 
sa i d p l ay e r; and 

d e t e rmining m e ans for det e rm i n i ng whothor th e k e y op e rat i ons by th e 
p l ay e r match th e act i ons of a d i sp l ay e d obj e ct according to sa i d prompt proc e ssing 
m e ans . 

3. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus, according to 
Claim 2, further comprising repeat prompt processing means for outputting repeat 
prompts such as correctiye advice, suggesting correspond i ng to said key operation 
corresponding to the special action actions , to said output means in the case where 
there is no match in the result resu l ts of the determination by said determining means. 



4. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus, according to any 
of Claims 1 through 3, wherein said image processing means display displays symbols 
for a plurality of keys to be operated on a sub-screen, according to the result results of 
the determination of a match by said determining means. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus, according to 
Claim 4, wherein said sub-screen display is executed in the case when a match is not 
affirmed even when said result of the match determination by said determining means is 
generated mad e for a plurality of times. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus, according to any 
of claims 1 [[2]] through 3, wherein, said key operations corresponding to a special 
action of a displayed object comprise wh e n a series of operations i s n e c e ssary for th e 
k e y oporat i ons to roal i zo spocia l act i ons by sa i d disp l ay e d object , and each of said 
operations in said series thos e key oporat i ons is output in [[a]] said prompt while being 
shown by an action tho actions of the displayed object. 

7. (Currently Amended) [An electronic game apparatus comprising the] Ihe 
image processing apparatus according to any of claims 1 [[2]] through 3 , wherein the 
image processing apparatus is configured as an electronic game apparatus . 
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8. (Currently Amended) A video game storage medium [wherein is stored a] 
that stores program code for executing [the] an image processing [means according to 
any of claims 2 through 3] method, said medium comprising: 

program code for recognizing a player key operation: 
program code for outputting a prompt which provides training for a key 
operation corresponding to a special action of a displayed object of a game which 



special action was never before operable during the game, said prompt relating to an 
action of the displayed object other than the special action and suggesting the key 



operation to the player via output means, such that the special action becomes operable 
for a first time in the game after the player key operation correctly matches the key 



operation corresponding to the special action suggested by the prompt: and 

program code for determining whether the player key operation correctly 
matches the key operation corresponding to the special action suggested by the prompt 
and for generating a result of the determination . 



9. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 
6, wherein said image processing means displays disp l ay symbols for a plurality of keys 
to be operated on a sub-screen, according to the result r e sults of the determination of-a- 
match by said determining means. 



FINNEGAN 
HENDERSON 
F ARABO W 
GARRETT & 
DUNNERLLP 

1300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408,4400 
www.finnegan.com 



-5- 



FINNEGAN 
HENDERSON 
FARABO W 
GARRETT Se 
DUNNERLLf 

1300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.finnegan.com 



10. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 
[[6]] 9, wh e r ei n said i mag e proc e ssing m e ans d i sp l ay symbols for a p l ura li ty of k e ys to 
b e operat e d on a sub scroon, accord i ng to tho resu l ts of tho d o torm i nat i on of a match 



by sa i d d e t e rmin i ng m e ans, and furth e r wherein said sub-screen display is executed in 
the case when a match is not affirmed even when said result of the match determination 
by said determining means is generated mad e for a plurality of times. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 
7, wherein said image processing means displays disp l ay symbols for a plurality of keys 
to be operated on a sub-screen, according to the result resu l ts of the determination ef^ 
match by said determining means. 



12. (Currently Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 
[[7]] 11, where i n said imag e processing moans disp l ay symbols for a p l ura li ty of keys to 
bo operated on a sub scroon, accord i ng to tho results of th e dotorm i nat i on of a match 
by sa i d determ i ning m e ans, and further wherein said sub-screen display is executed in 
the case when a match is not affirmed eyen when said result of the match determination 
by said determining means is generated mad e for a plurality of times. 



6 



13. (Currently Amended) The video game storage medium of imaqe- 
proc e ss i ng apparatus accord i ng to claim 8, further comprising: 

program code for displaying wh e r ei n sa i d imag e proc e ssing m e ans d i sp l ay 
symbols for a plurality of keys to be operated on a sub-screen, according to the result 
r e su l ts of the determination of a match by said program code for determining-meafis. 



14. (Currently Amended) The video game storage medium of Image- 
proc e ss i ng apparatus according to claim [[8]] 13 further comprisingi O 



wh e r e in sa i d i mag e proc e ss i ng m e ans disp l ay symbols for a p l urality of k e ys to 



b e op e rat e d on a sub - scr ee n, accord i ng to th e r e su l ts of th e d e t e rm i nation of a match 
by sa i d d e t e rm i n i ng m e ans, and furth e r wh e r ei n program code for displaying said 
sub-screen disp l ay is e x e cut e d in the case when a match is not affirmed even when 
said result of the match determination by said program code for determining is 
generated mad e for a plurality of times. 
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15, (Currently Amended) An image processing method comprising: 

outputting a prompt which [indirectly teaches] provides training for a key 
operation corresponding to a special action of a displayed obiect of a game which 
special action was never before operable during the game, said prompt relating to an 



action of the displayed obiect other than the special action and suggesting the key 
operation to a player, such that the special action becomes operable for a the first time 
in the game after a player key operation correctly matches the key operation 
corresponding to the special action suggested by the prompt: and 



determining whether the player key operation correctly matches the key 
operation corresponding to the special action suggested by the prompt . 



16, (Canceled) 



17, (Canceled) 



18. (Canceled) 



19. (Canceled) 



20. (Canceled) 



21. (Canceled) 
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22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Not Entered) 

26. (New) The video game storage medium of claim 8, further comprising 
program code for repeatedly outputting the prompt when the player key operation fails 
to match the key operation corresponding to the special action suggested by the 
prompt. 
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